
Governor 

 

The Governor of North Carolina is the head of the executive branch of North 

Carolina's state government and serves as commander-in-chief of the state's military 

forces. The current governor, Pat McCrory, lost his bid for re-election in 2016. Roy 

Cooperwill take office as the state's 75th governor on January 7, 2017. 
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Powers[edit] 

Among other responsibilities, the governor heads the Council of State. The 

Governor of North Carolina was the last state chief executive to receive veto power; 

the Governor did not have this power until 1996. The Governor of North Carolina 

has extensive powers of appointment of executive branch officials, some judges, 

and members of boards and commissions. Nevertheless, the office has a lower-than-

average amount of institutional power compared to governors in other states, 

according to a 2007 study.[2] 

History[edit] 

Originally, under the first North Carolina Constitution, the office was very weak, 

and was elected by the legislature (the North Carolina General Assembly) for a one-

year term. Edward B. Dudley became the first governor elected by the people in 

1836. Governors served two-year terms from 1836 until a new constitution was 

adopted in 1868; since then, all governors are elected for four-year terms. 

Well into the twentieth century, the North Carolina state constitution made the 

state's governor one of the weakest in the nation.[3]Until an amendment was added 

to the state constitution in 1971, North Carolina Governors could only serve a 

single four-year term and could not run for re-election. After the amendment was 

passed, in 1980 James B. Hunt became the first governor in state history to be re-
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elected to a second term. Governors are still limited to only two consecutive four-

year terms, but they may run for further non-consecutive terms. Governor Hunt did 

just that, winning election to a third and fourth term in 1992 and 1996 after being 

out of the office for the eight years between 1984 and 1992. The Lieutenant 

Governor is also limited to two consecutive four-year terms. North Carolina was 

also the last state in the Union to give its governors veto power over legislation, this 

was not added to the state constitution until a referendum in 1996.[4] Much of North 

Carolina's traditional resistance to strong executive power came from the harsh 

treatment the state suffered from British Royal Governors in the colonial period 

before the American Revolution. After the state gained its independence from 

Britain, the state constitution deliberately weakened the executive branch of state 

government and strengthened the legislative branch. Since the end 

of Reconstruction in the 1870s the overwhelming majority of the state's governors 

have been Democrats. The only Republican to be elected Governor between 1876 

and 1972 was Daniel L. Russell, who served 1897–1901. As Republican strength 

grew in North Carolina in the 1950s and 1960s the state's gubernatorial elections 

became increasingly competitive, and in 1972 James Holshouser became the state's 

first Republican governor of the twentieth century. Even so, Republicans have still 

had difficulty in winning gubernatorial elections in North Carolina, and the office 

has usually remained in Democratic hands. 

The Governor lives in the North Carolina Executive Mansion, a Queen Anne 

style Victorian house in downtown Raleigh, which was completed in 1891.[5] His or 

her principal office is located in the North Carolina State Capitol. 
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Governor 

Duties 

Excepting the governor's use of the State Seal of North Carolina and the 

gubernatorial power to make vacancy appointments, all constitutional duties are laid 

out in Article III, Section 5. 

The governor heads the Council of State. The governor is responsible for preparing 

and presenting the state budget to the General Assembly of North Carolina. 

Additionally, the governor of North Carolina has extensive powers of appointment 

of executive branch officials, some judges, and members of boards and 

commissions. The governor serves as commander-in-chief of the state military 

forces except in cases when they are deployed by the federal government. 

Other duties and privileges of the office include: 

 Residing at the official residence of the Governor 

 Making a periodic address to the state legislature concerning the state of North 

Carolina and giving recommendations to the legislature 

 Regularly monitoring the state budget to ensure that principal and interest on 

bonds and notes are paid promptly, and "effect[ing] the necessary economies" if 

revenue will not be sufficient to meet expenditures 

 Granting "reprieves, commutations, and pardons," not including convictions for 

impeachment 

 Convening extraordinary sessions of the state legislature 

 Appointing all offices "not otherwise provided for" subject to the approval of 

the Senate 

 Requiring written information from the head of any administrative department of 

office on the state of the office 

 Reorganizing the executive branch by making "such changes in the allocation of 

offices and agencies and in the allocation of those functions, powers, and duties 

as he considers necessary for efficient administration" 

 Reconvening the regular session of the General Assembly, not more than 40 days 

after sine die, for the sole purpose of reconsidering bills vetoed by the Governor 
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 Keeping and using "The Great Seal of the State of North Carolina" and signing 

all commissions granted by the state of North Carolina (§ 10) 

 Making vacancy appointments to all other executive offices established by the 

constitution, including interim appointments[1] 
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Treasurer 

 

The North Carolina Treasurer is an elected executive position in the state 

government of North Carolina. The treasurer is the chief financial officer and 

official banker for the state. The treasurer's office manages the state's retirement 

system, investments, and unclaimed property, and provides financial support to 

local governments.[1] 

 

Duties 

As the chief financial officer and official banker, the treasurer bears responsibility 

for managing the finances of the entire state. This includes, but is not limited to: 

 managing a $74.2 billion pension fund 

 administering teacher, state employee, and local government pension plans 

 operating and managing a $12 billion state bank 

 managing state and local debt issuance and interfacing with bond rating agencies 

 overseeing the finances of local governments 

 serving as a fiscal advisor to the state 

 managing the unclaimed property program 

 administering $4 billion 401(k)/457 plans 

 administering the state disability program[4] 

A more exhaustive list of the duties of the treasurer can be found in the North 

Carolina General Statutes. 
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Commissioner of Labor 

 

The N.C. Department of Labor is charged with promoting the "health, safety and 

general well-being" of more than 4 million workers in the state. The department 

serves the needs of the workplace through a variety of programs aimed at making 

the employees of North Carolina safe. 

A commissioner of labor is elected every four years as head of the department and 

also serves on the Council of State. Labor Commissioner Cherie Berry is now in her 

fourth term. The commissioner has broad regulatory and enforcement powers to 

carry out the department's duties and responsibilities. 

The department is divided into three divisions: Administration, Occupational Safety 

and Health, and Standards and Inspections. 
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Commissioner of Agriculture 

 

The Office of the Commissioner of Agriculture is established by the North Carolina 

State Constitution. 

The Commissioner is elected by the people of the state in elections held every four 

years. As a constitutional officer, the Commissioner of Agriculture is a member of 

the Council of State, which is headed by the Governor and constitutes the highest 

ranking body in the Executive Branch of State Government. 

The Commissioner is in charge of the N.C. Department of Agriculture and 

Consumer Services, consisting of 20 divisions and more than 2,000 employees. 

In addition to its primary goal of protecting, maintaining and enhancing the ability 

of agriculture to produce an adequate supply of food and fiber in North Carolina, 

the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services is responsible for the 

enforcement of many regulatory programs which protect and promote the health, 

safety and welfare of all the citizens of North Carolina. 

The Commissioner directs the implementation of more than 75 different laws and 

programs. The N.C. Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services' divisions 

have responsibilities in regulatory and service areas covering agronomy; animal 

health; weights and measures; gas and oil inspection; crop and livestock statistics; 

USDA commodity distribution; state farm operations; food, drug and cosmetic 

testing for purity; agricultural marketing and promotion; agricultural marketing 

grading; international agricultural crop and livestock marketing; operation of the 

North Carolina State Fair and North Carolina Mountain State Fair; operation of four 

state farmers markets; research station operations; seed and fertilizer inspection; 

nursery and plant pest eradication activities; regulation of the structural pest control 

industry; agricultural environmental issues; soil and water conservation; forest 

promotion and protection; state and federal agricultural legislation; and agricultural 

economic analysis. 

In addition, the Commissioner works with the General Assembly to promote the 

enactment of legislation beneficial to agriculture and other matters important to the 

well being of citizens of North Carolina. 

  



Secretary of State 

The Secretary of State for North Carolina is a publicly elected official for the 

state of North Carolina, heading the Department of the State, which oversees many 

of the economic and business-related operations of the state government. Unlike in 

many states, the secretary of state does not oversee state elections.[1] 

 

Duties 

The duties of the secretary of state are outlined in the North Carolina general 

statutes: 

1. To perform such duties as may then be devolved upon the Secretary by 

resolution of the two houses of the General Assembly or either of them; 

2. To attend the Governor, whenever required by the Governor, for the purpose 

of receiving documents which have passed the great seal; 

3. To receive and keep all conveyances and mortgages belonging to the State; 

4. To distribute annually the statutes and the legislative journals; 

5. To distribute the acts of Congress received at the Secretary's office in the 

manner prescribed for the statutes of the State; 

6. To keep a receipt book, in which the Secretary shall take from every person to 

whom a grant shall be delivered, a receipt for the same; but may inclose 

grants by mail in a registered letter at the expense of the grantee, unless 

otherwise directed, first entering the same upon the receipt book; 

7. To issue charters and all necessary certificates for the incorporation, 

domestication, suspension, reinstatement, cancellation and dissolution of 

corporations as may be required by the corporation laws of the State and 

maintain a record thereof; 

8. To issue certificates of registration of trademarks, labels and designs as may 

be required by law and maintain a record thereof; 

9. To maintain a Division of Publications to compile data on the State's several 

governmental agencies and for legislative reference; 

10. To receive, enroll and safely preserve the Constitution of the State and 

all amendments thereto; 

11. To serve as a member of such boards and commissions as the 

Constitution and laws of the State may designate; 
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12. To administer the Securities Law of the State, regulating the issuance 

and sale of securities, as is now or may be directed; 

13. To receive and keep all oaths of public officials required by law to be 

filed in the Secretary's office, and as Secretary of State, is fully empowered to 

administer official oaths to any public official of whom an oath is required; 

14. To receive and maintain a journal of all appointments made to any State 

board, agency, commission, council or authority which is filed in the office of 

the Secretary of State; 

15. To regulate the solicitation of contributions pursuant to Chapter 131F of 

the General Statutes; and 

16. To apply for and accept grants from the federal government and its 

agencies and from any foundation, corporation, association, or individual in 

order to effectuate the purposes of the Nonprofit Corporation Act, Chapter 

55A of the General Statutes, and to further aid in the operation and 

development of nonprofit corporations. The Secretary shall comply with the 

terms, conditions, and limitations of grants applied for and accepted and shall 

expend grant funds pursuant to Chapter 143C of the General Statutes, The 

State Budget Act.[1] 
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Superintendent of Public Instruction 

 

The North Carolina Superintendent of Public Instruction is an elected executive 

position in the North Carolina state government. The superintendent is the secretary 

and chief administrative officer of the State Board of Education, and is responsible 

for the day-to-day management of the state's public school system.[1] 

 

Duties 

The Department of Public Instruction, with the superintendent at its helm, manages 

the daily operations of the state's entire public school system. The department has a 

staff of nearly 750 people that is directly involved in the education of North 

Carolina's students, leading the public schools in the areas of curriculum and 

instruction, accountability, finance, teacher and administrator preparation and 

licensing, professional development, and school business support and operations.[4] 

In addition to ensuring the education of North Carolina's children, and the office is 

responsible for: 

 enforcing North Carolina's state education laws 

 implementing State Board of Education policies and procedures 

 managing public school funds totaling approximately $8 billion in state and 

federal funds 

 licensing the almost 120,000 public school teachers and administrators 

 collaborating with the NC Center for the Advancement of Teaching, the NC 

Teacher Academy, the NC virtual Public School, the nine Regional Education 

Service Alliances/Consortia, and the state's 115 local education agencies.[4] 
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THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 
The Attorney General is elected by the people of North Carolina every four years as 

the state’s top law enforcement officer and top lawyer. Powers and duties of the 

Attorney General are set forth in the Constitution and Statutes of North Carolina. 

  

The first North Carolina Constitution, written in 1776, established the Office of the 

Attorney General. In the early 1800s, the General Assembly created the Department 

of Justice as part of a government-wide reorganization. 

  

Under the state Constitution, the attorney general must be authorized to practice law 

in the courts of this state. 

   

As head of the North Carolina Department of Justice, the Attorney General provides 

legal representation and advice to all state government departments, agencies and 

commissions. The Attorney General also provides legal opinions at the request of 

other public officials and handles all criminal appeals from state trial courts.  

  

When the state's public interests are at stake, the Attorney General can take legal 

action on behalf of North Carolina's citizens.  

  

The North Carolina Justice Academy, also a part of the DOJ, provides training and 

technical assistance for law enforcement agencies. Commissions staffed by DOJ 

employees oversee law enforcement training and standards. 

 

Duties 

The attorney general, in addition to serving as the state's chief legal advisor, heads 

the North Carolina Department of Justice. The duties and responsibilities of office 

are dictated by the state constitution and state statutes: 

 represent the state and its officials, departments, agencies and commissions in all 

civil matters 



 provide legal opinions, when requested by the general assembly, governor or 

other state official 

 assist judges, district attorneys, magistrates and municipal and county attorneys 

 handle criminal appeals from state trial courts 

The office of the attorney general does not: 

 prosecute specific crimes (unless requested by the local district attorney) 

 have jurisdiction over local district attorneys, law enforcement agencies and 

personnel or courts 

 provide legal counsel to individuals or private organizations[4] 
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Office of Lieutenant Governor 
Responsibilities 

In many ways, the Lt. Governor serves in a role similar to that of the nation’s Vice President in that he 
assists the Governor in carrying out his constitutional duties. 

 Serves as the President of the State Senate, with ability to cast tie-breaking votes. 
 Serves as a member of the Governor’s Council of State. 
 The Lt. Governor has a unique role as a nexus between Education and Economic Development. 
 Serves on the State Board of Education, NC Board of Community Colleges, State Economic 

Development Board, and the Military Affairs Commission. 
 The Lt. Governor is the only elected official to serve at both the executive and legislative level. 

Economic Development 

 In addition to serving on the State Economic Development Board, the Lt. Governor is further involved in 
Economic Development through his ability to appoint people to the NC Biotechnology Center, The NC 
Rural Economic Development Center, the Biofuels Center of NC, the Southeastern NC Regional 
Economic Development Commission and the Western NC Regional Economic Development 
Commission. 

Education 

 The Lt. Governor is constitutionally placed on the State Board of Education and also serves on the NC 
Board of Community Colleges. 

 The Lt. Governor appoints directors to the Public School Forum and the Teaching Fellow Commission. 
 The Lt. Governor serves as Chair of the E-Learning Commission. 

Energy 

 The Lt. Governor serves as Chair of the Energy Policy Council which has been tasked by the General 
Assembly to advise and make recommendations on increasing domestic energy exploration, 
development, and production within the State and region to promote economic growth and job creation, 
while ensuring the protection and preservation of the State’s natural resources, cultural heritage, and 
quality of life.   

Successor to the Governor 
 The Lt. Governor must also stand ready to fulfill the duties of Governor in the event of his absence, 

death or incapacitation. This succession has happened five times in our state’s history. As such, we 
should view a potential Lt. Governor through the prism of his or her leadership abilities to fulfill the 
duties of the Governor. 

The Lieutenant Governor has the ability to appoint persons to specific Boards and Commissions. 
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